Technology and Peace: 

June 14 – 18, 2010 
"It has become appallingly obvious that our technology has exceeded our humanity.” 

- Albert Einstein
Course Description: The advent of new technologies has fundamentally changed the capacity for processing and exchanging information in the 21st century. NGOs and governments, and companies alike are just beginning to understand the potential that these tools and systems can have in analyzing and addressing a range of social problems.  This dynamic one-week course will explore how technology is being used to transform conflicts, build more sophisticated statistical models, fight diseases, monitor elections, distribute food, design better economic development measures, and much more. It will also consider some of the key challenges related to access, implementation, scale, and evaluation that working with technology presents. The course is designed for professionals from both the private and public sectors to assist them in developing strategies and skills to benefit their organization amid this rapidly evolving landscape.  Participants can expect a hands-on and interactive learning environment with a variety of real world examples from organizations working in the field. 

Course length: 1 week

Instructor: Nick Martin, President, TechChange
Tel: 240-505-2324; E-mail: Nick@techchange.org
Office Hours: After class or by appointment.

Course times and place: The course will meet from 1pm to 4pm in Classroom 2, unless an announcement about alternate time or place is made.  
Course overview

Intended participants: The course is designed for professionals from both the private and public sectors to assist them in developing strategies and skills to benefit their organization amid this rapidly evolving technological landscape.   

Minimum and maximum number of participants envisaged: 8 to 24 participants.
Prerequisite knowledge, skills, or sensitivities: Participants should have interest in the role that technology plays in the peacebuilding arena. No specific technological skills are required for the course. 

Relations to larger issues of peace and conflict: This course will use the United States Institute of Peace (USIP) framework for Fragile States to examine many ways that technology relates to the process of conflict resolution, management, prevention, and transformation.

Degree to which this course is oriented toward academic vis-à-vis professional education: This course is geared to participants who are already working in organizations or who are in an academic environment, but eager to engage with the practical aspects of working effectively towards social change through technology. 

Course objectives:
Technology for Peace has two primary educational objectives: 

· Critically examine the evolution of and future for technology in peacebuilding through readings, multimedia, discussion, exercises and presentations. 
· Provide practical technological skills and tools necessary for responding creatively and successfully to the challenges and opportunities in the peacebuilding world.
Teaching method/Class format: The course will consist of sessions involving a variety of teaching approaches, including presentations, discussions, group exercises, and will make extensive use of multimedia. 
Assignments and Assessment:

	
	Assignments
	Weigh
	Due Dates

	I
	A 600-800 word reflection paper about which aspects of the course you found most relevant and how you plan to apply your learning to future plans. 
	40%
	Friday, Jun. 18


	II
	A 5-8-min. presentation on one of the following topics (in pairs):

i) In-depth analysis of an organization, new technology, video game, or case study (you pick which one)

ii) Action plan for applying a new technology to your organization’s mission.
iii) Proposal for a “social” software concept 
iv) Open topic – please relate it back to the course topics

Note: All presentations need to integrate concepts covered in the course.
	30%
	Friday, June. 18  

	III
	Class participation and reflections on the readings and Multimedia
	30%
	Ongoing


CLASS PARTICIPATION

Participation will be assessed according to the following main factors:

· Class attendance and engagement, evidence through active listening and participation (quality over quantity)

· Preparation of daily readings evidenced through:

· Your ability to respond to ‘cold calls’

· Your comments in class

· Your memos on the reading

· Respecting the ‘course guidelines’ agreed upon


Reflections on the readings and videos: For each required reading/viewing, please write down 2-3 comments/observations/questions that you have. This could be in bullet points and/or handwritten.

Session titles and required reading:

	Day 
	Class Session  
	Readings, Video, and Audio

	Monday,

 Jun. 14
	Introduction to Technology and Peace

· Overview Facts, Figures, Trends

· Digital Divide

· Interoperability

· Drivers for Technological Innovation 

	· Technology for Development Panel Discussion (Stanford Social Innovation Podcast 2005)
· Ruiz, Hector. Hector Ruiz on Connecting the World. TED Talk. (2007)

· Pinker, Steven. Steven Pinker on the Myth of Violence. TED Talk. (2007) 

· Brilliant, Larry. Larry Brilliant Makes the Case for Optimism. TED Talk. (2007) 

	Tuesday,

Jun. 15
	Technology for Safe and Secure Environments and Rule of Law

· Conflict Mapping & GIS Technologies

· Early Warning Systems

· Ant-Corruption 

· Dispute Resolution


	· Meier, Patrick & Coyle, Diane. UN Foundation Vodaphone Report: New Technologies in Emergencies and Conflicts. (2009)

· Levinger, Matt. GIS Technologies and Genocide Prevention. USIP Press. (2008)
· Hersman, Erik. Erik Hersman on Reporting Crisis Through Texting. TED Talk. (2009)


	Wed., 

Jun. 16
	Technology for Stable Democracy and a Robust Economy


· Election Monitoring

· Social Mobilization and Democratic Movements

· Phone-as-Business
· Mobile Banking


	· Schuler, Ian. SMS as a Tool for Election Monitoring. Innovations: Vol 3; Issue 2. MIT Press. (Spring 2008)

· Verclas, Katrin. Wireless Technology for Social Change: Trends in Mobile Use by NGOs. UN Foundation. (2008)

· Qadir, Iqbal. Iqbal Qadir says Mobiles Fight Poverty. TED Talk. (2005)


	Thu., 

Jun. 17
	Technology for Social Well-Being

· Education

· Health
· Water and Food
· Statistical Models
· Social Networking


	· Voelcker, John. Creating Social Change: 10 Innovative Technologies. Stanford Social Innovation Review. (2006) 

· Gourley, Sean. Sean Gourley on the Mathematics of War. TED Talk. (2009)
· Rosling, Hans. Hans Rosling Shows the Best States You’ve Ever Seen. TED Talk. (2006)
· Duebel, Patricia. Social Networking in Schools: Incentives for Participation. THE Journal: Technological Horizons in Education. (2009)


	Friday, 

Jun. 18


	The Future of Technology for Peacebuilding 

· Video Games

· Online Learning

· Smartphones 

· Presentations
	· McGonigal, Jane. Gaming Can Make a Better World.  TED Talk. (2010) 

· Kurzweil, Ray. Ray Kurzweil on How Technology Will Transform Us. TED Talk.  (2009)

· Underkoffler, John. John Underkoffler Points to the Future of UI. TED Talk. (2010) 

· The Boom In Smartphones: Cleverly Simple Economist.com. (October 2009) 




Instructor’s biographical data: 

Nick Martin is the Co-Founder and President of TechChange. As President, he oversees all strategy and programming for the organization though he is most passionate about training and curriculum development. Before launching TechChange with Dominic, Nick was the Executive Director of the US Association for the University for Peace (UPEACE/US). He remains a visiting professor at the United Nations University for Peace (UPEACE), where he teaches courses on the role of technology in peacebuilding, development and humanitarian work. Nick is the founder of two innovative digital media and conflict transformation programs: DCPEACE and PeaceRooms. In 2009, Nick was selected as a Global Fellow by the International Youth Foundation and a Washington DC Humanities Council Scholar for his leadership in launching the programs and track record as a young social entrepreneur. Nick is also an advisor to Ashoka, the US Institute of Peace (USIP) and a number of other leading organizations. Nick received his B.A. with honors from Swarthmore College and an M.A. in Peace Education from the United Nations mandated University for Peace (UPEACE). He is passionate about ideas and projects that connect the fields of education, peacebuilding, technology, and global citizenship
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